Filariasis control in rural areas through detection and treatment with diethylcarbamazine.
A pilot study for control of bancroftian filariasis through detection and treatment of microfilaria (mf) carriers and filaria disease cases with Diethylcarbamazine (DEC) undertaken in the rural areas of Srikakulam and Vizianagaram of Andhra Pradesh showed that this chemotherapeutic method of control of filaria in rural areas is feasible and acceptable to society. During first round of detection and treatment 20,300 mf carriers (90.6 per cent of detected) and 6,588 disease persons (86 per cent of detected) in Srikakulam and 7,097 mf carriers (94.8 per cent of detected) and 1,436 disease persons (93.4 per cent of detected) in Vizianagaram were treated with DEC tablets. These areas were again surveyed after five years and detected cases were treated with DEC with coverage of treatment ranging from 82.3 per cent to 95 per cent for both mf & disease cases and decline in mf and disease rate was noted to be 52.4 per cent and 50.9 per cent respectively in Srikakulam and 42.2 per cent for mf rate in Vizianagaram. The mf reduction was appreciably high (50 per cent or more) in 11 PHCs of Srikakulam and 4 PHCs of Vizianagaram. The mf rate reduction was the highest in the age group of 1 to 4 year indicating that the transmission has been cut down significantly. The vector infection rate showed reduction by 50 per cent during second round of detection and treatment as compared to first round, indicating significant reduction in transmission potential.